
 
Part G: Sanitation, Hot Water Safety & Water  Efficiency 
(Coming into effect on 6th April 2010) BRIEFING NOTE 

 

Overview: 
 
New requirements dealing with sanitary         
provision, bathrooms, hot water storage safety, 
kitchens & food preparation areas and water 
eff ic iency—new Approved Document            
supersedes 1992 version and increases require-
ments from three to six: 
 

G1: Wholesome Water Supply 
G2: Water Efficiency 
G3: Hot Water Supply & Storage 
G4: Sanitary Conveniences 
G5: Bathrooms 
G6: Kitchens & Food Preparation Areas 
 

In Brief: 
 
G1 - requires a supply of wholesome water for 
washing and food preparation with the possibil-
ity of using partially treated water (e.g. Har-
vested rainwater or greywater) for functions 
such as toilet flushing 
 
G2 -  Only applies to new dwellings (including 
conversions) and deals with water efficiency—
Designers will need to show that the wholesome 
water usage for the individual property will not 
exceed 125 litres per person per day - a water 
efficiency calculator has been developed. 
 
G3 - requires hot water supply to washbasins, 
baths, showers , bidets and kitchen sinks. Hot 
water storage systems will need to be provided 
with suitable pressure relief and discharge 
valves to ensure that stored hot water (vented 
and un-vented) will not exceed 100°C. To control 
the temperature of the water from bath taps, 
builders will need to install thermostatic mixer 
valves close to each outlet to ensure the tem-
perature will not exceed 48°C. 
 
G4 - requires all properties to have a suitable 
number of sanitary conveniences in either a 
cloakroom or a bathroom with a wash basin in 
the room or space outside (provided that space 
is not used for food preparation). Hot taps 
should always be on the left! 
 
G5 requires all dwellings and rooms for residen-
tial purposes (hotels, hostels etc) to have a bath-
room that contains a wash basin and either a 
fixed bath or shower. 
 
G6 - requires all areas where food is prepared 
must be provided with a sink 

 

 

What do Designers / Builders need to be 
particularly aware of? 
 
G1: 
 Wholesome water supply to be provided 

to all buildings—defined in Annex A of 
the Approved Document. 

 Ensure that no greywater and/or rain-
water is supplied to wholesome water 
outlets and that correct marking for the 
treated grey/rainwater pipework is pro-
vided. 

 Provide full details of any water treat-
ment systems designed in accordance 
with WRAS guidance to your Building 
Control Surveyor 

G2: 
 ONLY APPLIES TO NEW DWELLINGS 

 Complete the Water Efficiency Calculator 
(link below) inserting the details for the 
actual fittings intended to ensure that the 
125 litres / person / day design usage is 
not exceeded. 

 Same Water Efficiency Calculator could 
be applicable to a number of similar 
properties provided the number and type 
of fittings / appliances are identical. 

 Fittings/appliances must be installed as 
per the Calculator—any variations will 
need to be recalculated and submitted to 
Building Control. 

 Ideally, the fittings/appliances installed 
should be recorded on a checklist and the 
water efficiency should be maintained or 
at least made no worse than that calcu-
lated. 

 The checklist can provide an as-built listof 
fittings/appliances with their flow rates 
etc that should be provided to the owner 
on completion. 

G3: 
 Ensure there are mixer/blender valves on 

all bath taps, situated close to the final 
outlet to ensure temperature of water at 
the outlet does not exceed 48°C. 

 Ensure a ‘competent person’ installs and 
commissions the heating and hot water 
storage systems. 

 A copy of the heating system certificate 
(e.g. Benchmark) confirming the correct 
installation of heating & hot water sys-
tems should be given to your Building 
Control Surveyor (as for Part L also). 

G4: 
 Ensure a suitable number of sanitary 

conveniences are provided—particularly 
in commercial properties—in accordance 
with BS6465:Part 1:2006. 

G5 & G6: 
 These requirements simply seek to en-

sure that bathrooms and kitchen sinks 
are provided. 

IMPORTANT LINKS: 
 

ONLINE APPROVED DOCUMENT G 
2009 

 
ONLINE WATER EFFICIENCY  

CALCULATOR 
 

HARD COPY  
WATER EFFICIENCY CALCULATOR 

 
MERIDIAN CONSULT LTD 

 
TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS: 

 
Where work started prior to 6th April 2010, the 
1992 version of Part G still applies to the work - 
where a Plans Certificate has been issued the 
previous version also still applies provided 
work starts prior to the 6th April 2011. In all 
other circumstances, the new requirements will 
apply and 2010 Approved Document to be used 

http://www.meridianconsult.co.uk/
http://www.rics.org/
http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/uploads/br/100312_app_doc_G_2010.pdf
http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/uploads/br/100312_app_doc_G_2010.pdf
http://www.wrcplc.co.uk/PartGCalculator/Default.aspx
http://www.wrcplc.co.uk/PartGCalculator/Default.aspx
http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/uploads/br/water_efficiency_calculator.pdf
http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/uploads/br/water_efficiency_calculator.pdf
http://www.meridianconsult.co.uk
http://www.approvedinspectors.org.uk/

